
Ash Wednesday 2021: Liturgy of the Wor d wi th Ri tual of Ashes f or Young Fa mili es  

As h Wednesday   

Liturgy of the Wor d wi th Ritual of Ashes  

(especi all y for younger fa mili es)  
 
 

Cr eati ng the Sacred Space:  

If possi bl e set up the sacred space wi th some of the foll owi ng:   

 On one si de, some hessi an cl ot h and sand to represent the desert/ wil derness 

experi ence of Lent but al so of COVI D that we are li vi ng now.  

 Some stones wi th words representi ng what we have experi enced duri ng 

COVI D: e. g. Isol ati on,  Separati on, Loneli ness, No Hugs or other wor ds that 

speak to our present experi ence  

 A bare tree i n the desert wi th whi te crosses hung from it, representi ng those 

who have di ed duri ng COVI D  

 On the ot her si de, si gns of new life and hope e. g. daff odil s or other fl owers of 

Spri ng.  

 Sy mbol s/ Wor ds/Phrases that represent acti ons we can take to reach out to 

ot hers: e. g.  One of the An Post Cards or other home make card e. g. Thi nki ng 

of You, a Trócai re box, ol d mobil e phone, headi ngs or pi ctures from 

news papers of frontline workers or ot her images representi ng those hel pi ng 

ot hers.  

 A pai r of sandal s or cut- outs of foot pri nts are pl aced bet ween the Desert si de 

of the sacred space representi ng the j ourney we are call ed to make thi s Lent.  

 A card on whi ch are pri nted i n l arge l etters the prayer:  

“Tur n our hearts to you, O God, and to each ot her” 
 

Bef ore the Liturgy Begi ns:  Oli ve 
(Thi s is sai d by a l ay person bef ore the liturgy begi ns) 

Thi s eveni ng, as you j oin wi th us i n the Liturgy of the Wor d and bl essing of Ashes, we 
i nvi te you to gat her some sy mbol s of Lent i n your own ho me and perhaps keep the m 
di spl ayed over the comi ng weeks. Of course,  central to thi s day i s the ritual around 
ashes, so if you have coll ected some of the ashes from t he church put i n on a s mall 
gl ass bowl or saucer i n the centre of the tabl e. Li ght a candl e if you have one. And 
pl ace the Trócai re box besi de the ashes i n the centre.  If you have a fa mi l y bi bl e, pl ace 
it i n the centre al so. If you haven’t all of these sy mbol s don’t worry. We will make do 
wi t h what we have.  
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1.  Gat heri ng Rite 
 

Musi c or Suitabl e Hy mn is Sung  
 

Tur n our hearts to You, O God.  

Wi t h You, there i s heali ng,  

Whol eness and f orgi veness,  

Freedo m from f ear, l asti ng peace.  
 

  Have mercy on me, God of l ove… 

  Lead me i n the pat h of j usti ce;  
 

  You have pl aced your trut h i n my heart, O God.  

  Teach me wi sdo m of heart. 
 

       Enf ol d me i n the arms of l ove… 

       Rest ore i n me the joy of your savi ng grace.  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:   The Grace of Our Lord Jesus Chri st,  the Love of God  

 and the Communi on of the Hol y Spi rit be wi th you all. 

All:    And wi th your spirit.   

 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  Wor ds of Wel come  
 

Lent i s a very different experi ence f or all of us thi s year. It’s true to say that f or many 

peopl e it’s been li ke Lent f or most of the past year. It has trul y been a desert or 

wi l der ness experi ence wher e our nor mal li ves and routi nes have been turned upsi de 

down. It has l asted more than 40 days and li kel y will go on f or 40 mor e at l east.  

The Loughnane Fa mil y have prepared some sy mbol s of what we are li vi ng at thi s ti me 

and will pl ace the m i n our sacred space now.  Noti ce that on one si de of the sacred 

space we have created a desert space.  What’s life li ke i n your desert space? Let’s 

listen to what the Loughnane Fa mi l y put i n thei r desert space.   

Gili an.  

I nto our sacred space, we bri ng some sy mbol s and wor ds whi ch represent our 

experi ence duri ng l ockdown.  We have wri tten some of our experi ences and the 

experi ences of ot her fami li es that we know on stones and cards and we bri ng these 

for war d now.  

Every eveni ng we listen to the news and hear about all the peopl e who are si ck or who 

have di ed because of COVI D.  

( Barbar Bri dge)  
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 Ja mes. bri ng a stone with the wor d ‘ill ness’. It represents all the peopl e we know 

who have been ill because of COVI D.  

 Al yse. bri ngs a whi te cross to represent all who have di ed and especiall y those 

we have known ourselves.  

 Because of the COVI D, we haven’ t been abl e to meet wi th our Granny and 

Gr andad or wi th ot her famili es or wi th our friends.   

 Laoi se bri ngs a card whi ch remi nds us of those we woul d l ove to be wi th but 

cannot. The card says ‘We Mi ss You’  

 Ot her sy mbol s whi ch speak to the experi ence of l ockdown may be added.  

Bi shop Fi ntan:  We will bri ng some ot her sy mbol s too that we will use i n our ti me of 

prayer toget her.  

Gilli an:   

 Today i s the first day of Lent and Aoife bri ngs a bowl of ashes we will use duri ng 

thi s ti me of prayer.  (Place on the Al tar)  

 As a famil y, we have tried to get out doors as much as possi bl e.  We have 

noti ced that Spri ng i s here and we see si gns of new life around us.  James. 

bri ngs some daff odil s (or ot her fl owers) that are j ust comi ng i nt o bloo m.  Lent 

too i s a season when we are call ed to grow.  (Pl ace on the al tar)  

 We have noti ced that the days are l engt heni ng and the li ght i s getti ng stronger. 

Thi s remi nds us that the li ght i s al ways stronger than the darkness.  

Al yse bri ngs the candl e to the altar to represent Jesus, the Li ght of Life, who i s 

al ways wi th us when we gat her i n hi s na me.  (Pl ace on the Al tar)  

 Someti mes, you can reall y see the l ove and goodness i n peopl e’ s hearts. We 

saw the l ove i n Ada m when he showed us hi s virtual hug on the Late Late Show.  

We made one of Ada m’s hearts oursel ves and Laoi se bri ngs it to the Sacred 

Space now.  It represents all the l ove and goodness that we have seen si nce the 

COVI D began. Lent i s a ti me when we are call ed to grow i n l ove of God and of 

each ot her.  

Bi shop Fi ntan:   There’s j ust one ot her sy mbol whi ch the N. famil y will bri ng to the  

al tar.  It’s a very i mportant one f or today. Let’s see what they bri ng:  

Gilli an:  Aoi f e bri ngs our l ast symbol . It’s a pai r of sandal s and some f oot pri nts. 

These represent the j our ney we begi n today, the j ourney of Lent, a jour ney 

of growi ng i n l ove together.  

Bi shop Fi ntan:  Thanks to the Loughnane fa mil y for l eadi ng us i n our Gat heri ng Ri te.  

As Gilli an sai d, we are begi nni ng a j our ney today, a j ourney of growi ng i n 

l ove. We recogni se that we don’t al ways li ve the way of l ove. I n song, we 

ask God’ s mercy i n the wor ds  of a very anci ent hy mn call ed the Kyri e.  
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Cant or:  You are Lord of all creati on ... Kyri e El ei son 

All:    Kyri e El ei son, Kyri e El eison, Kyri e El ei son, Kyrie ... El ei son 
 

Cant or:  You Our Hope , be our Wor d, our consol ati on,  Chri ste El ei son 

All:    Kyri e El ei son, Kyri e El eison, Kyri e El ei son, Kyrie ... El ei son 
 

Cant or:  You shi el d our steps i n the li ght of God' s sal vati on, Kyri e El ei son 

All:  Kyri e El ei son, Kyri e El eison, Kyri e El ei son, Kyrie ... El ei son 
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  Let us pray… 

  Gr aci ous God,  
  i n our hearts you have wri tten a promi se of l ove 
   whi ch can never be broken.  

 

     I n thi s Lent en season of grace,  

  open our hearts to the war mt h of your l ove  

         whi ch changes our hearts and our li ves.  
 

     Open us to you and to ot hers,  

especi all y when we are tired, weary and di sheartened,  

       when we f orget or doubt your l ove,  

           or when we are anxi ous and fearf ul.  

    Thi s we ask, thi s we seek, i n Jesus na me. Amen.  

 

2. Liturgy of the Wor d  

Gos pel Accl a mati on  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  I i nvi te all of you j oi ni ng us at ho me to stand and all of here to stand as 

we  

   wel come the Gospel.  
 

Cant or:    Prai se and honour,  honour and gl ory,  

      Gl ory to you Lord Jesus Chri st. 

A Readi ng from t he Hol y Gospel accor di ng to Mar k:  
 

Jesus appeared i n Galilee, procl ai mi ng the Good News of God.  

‘ The ti me has come’, he sai d ‘ and the Ki ngdom of God i s cl ose at hand’.  

Repent and beli eve i n the Gospel. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord  
 

Cant or:    Prai se and honour,  honour and gl ory,  

      Gl ory to you Lord Jesus Chri st. 
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After the Gospel  - Reflecti on, i nteracti ng wi th the fa mil y around the Al tar.  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan: I sai d at the begi nni ng that we are al ready li vi ng Lent.  To keep peopl e 

saf e i n our communi ty we have al ready gi ven up so much.  So much of the nor mal 

thi ngs of life, we si mpl y cannot do.  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan asks the famil y what thi ngs they have had to gi ve up, because of COVI D?  

They will have thei r own list but will probabl y incl ude the foll owi ng:  

 Can’ t to school and be wi t h our fri ends.  

 Can’ t vi sit our Granny and Grandad.  

 Can’ t go to the shops ….  Can’ t pl ay sports or go to matches.  
 

Every fa mil y has its own story. Some fa mili es have very hard stori es. Some fa mili es had 

peopl e si ck and they were unabl e to be wi th the m. Some have had fa mi l y funeral s and 

wer e unabl e to be wi th thei r l oved ones i n their ti me of sadness.  

So, we’ ve gi ven up a l ot already ….  
 

Bi shop Fi nt an pi cks up footsteps already pl aced on the altar?        

  ( Or the sandal s i n the Sacred Space).  

What are these? (Footpri nts)   

What do they remi nd you of ? (Take suggesti ons from chil dren).  

We can use these to f oot pri nts to move, to, to begi n a j our ney …                                                         

(pl ace the m one by one i n front of each ot her so that they begi n to look li ke a pat h).  
 

 God i nvi tes us on a j ourney.  I n the Gospel we read today, Jesus says ‘ Repent’. 

It reall y means ‘ Turn your life around’.  

 It’s a j our ney away from – and it’s a j our ney towar ds …  

 When we move away from somet hi ng … we tur n our backs … 

 The j ourney we are on, is about movi ng away from, or turni ng on back on,  

 what ever doesn’t hel p us to grow as peopl e or to grow i n l ove.  

  Ask the fa mil y present:   What ki nd of thi ngs stop us from growi ng in l ove?  
 

 But it’s not onl y about turni ng our backs on what prevents us from growi ng,  

today i s al so about the j our ney of turni ng towar ds.  

God asks us not to thi nk onl y of oursel ves, but to thi nk al so of ot hers.  

God call s us to turn towar ds ot hers, to move towar ds ot her peopl e.  

Not to be so preoccupi ed wi th or onl y concerned about oursel ves,  

but to turn towar ds others i n some way, even i n s mall ways.  

Wi t h gener ous hearts, wanti ng to reach out to the m and hel p the m.   

When we turn towar ds other peopl e, our hearts are opened.  

When we turn towar ds other peopl e, we turn towar ds God.  
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We can’ t do it on our own ei ther. We need God’ s hel p.  

So thi s year our prayer for Lent i s  

‘ Turn our hearts to you and to one anot her.’    

A car d wi th these wor ds i n l arge wri ti ng i s held up.  

Bi shop Fi ntan now pl aces thi s card on the al tar for all to see.  Bi shop Fi ntan i nvi tes 

the famil y to repeat these wor ds wi th hi m.   

‘ Turn our hearts to you and to one anot her.’    
 

Ho w can we tur n towards ot hers?  

 Wi t h littl e acts of ki ndness.  

 Thi nki ng of the ot hers wi t h who m we li ve wi thi n our famili es … per haps showi ng 

ki ndness to the m 

 Thi nki ng of ot hers who have l ess than we have ... Bi shop Fi ntan pi cks up the 

Tr ócai re box. It’s not j ust putti ng i n some money but fi ndi ng out about the peopl e 

and the country you are supporti ng wi th your money. Bei ng i nterested i n the m.   

 Thi nki ng of Nei ghbours or ot her peopl e we know of who mi ght be l onel y ... sendi ng 

the m a card – what ever hel ps to l et the m know we are thi nki ng of the m.  

 Taki ng on a Lent en Proj ect.  What ever hel ps us to reach out.  
 

Gi ve the chil dren around the al tar some f oot pri nts.    I nvite those present to thi nk 

about what steps they mi ght take thi s Lent. I nvi te the m to bri ng ho me the foot pri nts 

and to wri te one or t wo steps they will take thi s Lent to reach out to someone to hel p 

the m.  Know that when you do it to thi s person, you do it to God.  

Bi shop Fi nt an i nvi tes those li nki ng i n to take a few qui et mo ments at home to thi nk 

about how they will reach out to others, what steps they will take.  

Whi l e thi s is happeni ng the cant or si ngs:  

Open My Eyes, Lor d 

Hel p me to see your face 

Open my eyes, Lord 

Hel p me to see 

Open my ears, Lord 

Hel p me to hear your voi ce 

Open my ears, Lord 

Hel p me to hear  

Open my ears, Lord 

Hel p me to hear your voi ce 

Open my ears, Lord 

Hel p me to hear  

(Jesse Mani busan)  
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3. The Ri tual wi th As hes  

Bi shop Fi ntan:  Does anyone know wher e the ashes we use today come from? 

Leave ti me f or responses.  If no one responds,  tell the fa mil y:  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  The ashes we use today are made from t he pal ms used on Pal m 

Sunday l ast year.  The left- over pal ms are collect ed and put away and at the 

appr oach of Lent they are taken out and bur nt until the turn to ashes.  
 

Bl essi ng of Ashes (Si mplifi ed)  
Bi shop Fi ntan prays a bl essi ng over the ashes.   
 

Fat her,  

we gat her i n your presence on thi s Ash Wednesday,  

to ask your hel p i n growi ng i n l ove of you and of each ot her.   

Bl ess these ashes, Lord,  
and make the m a si gn to the worl d  
of our desi re to grow in l ove,  
and to f oll ow i n the f ootsteps of Jesus your Son.  
All:  Amen.  

 

The ashes are spri nkl ed wi th hol y wat er i n silence. Bi shop Fi nt an then conti nues:  
We are not al one on this j ourney; we make it toget her.  So, as we start out on the 

j ourney, we mark each other wi th the ashes and wi th the si gn of the cross as a way of 

sayi ng we will support each ot her; we will encourage each ot her al ong the way.   
 

The fa mil y here i n the church will now mark each ot her wi th the Si gn of the Cross 

usi ng the ashes.  I i nvi te you to do the sa me at home.  Make the Si gn of the Cross on 

the person besi de you and as you do so I i nvi te you to say: ‘ Tur n your heart to God 

and to ot hers.’  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  Let’ s say the wor ds toget her: ‘ Tur n your heart to God and to ot hers.’ 
 

(If you have no ashes at home, j ust make the Si gn of the Cross on the f orehead of the 

person besi de wi thout usi ng ashes).  

 

Whi l e the Ashes are bei ng di stri but ed the f ollowi ng refrai n i s sung:  

 

Tur n our hearts to You,  O God.  

Wi t h You, there i s heal i ng,  

Whol eness and f orgi veness,  

Freedo m from f ear, l asti ng peace.  
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The Prayer of the Fai thf ul  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  Gat hered t oget her  t o mar k t he start  of  Lent, we pray aski ng f or  God’ s 

hel p t o t ur n t owar ds  hi m and t owar ds  ot hers duri ng Lent.   The r esponse 

to each prayer i s,  ‘ God of l ove, turn our hearts to you and to ot hers.’ 

Al l:  God of l ove, turn our hearts to you and to others.  
 

Reader:  Lovi ng God,  you want  us  t o be cl ose t o you.   May we fi nd qui et  time  t o 

pray t o you,  j ust  li ke J esus  di d.   May we l i sten t o you i n our  hearts duri ng 

thi s speci al  ti me of  Lent.   God of  l ove t urn our  hearts t o you and t o 

ot hers.  

All:     God of l ove, turn our hearts to you and to others.  
 

Reader:  Lovi ng God,  you want  us  t o care f or  each other.   Hel p us  t o be ki nd t o 

those ar ound us  duri ng t hi s speci al  ti me of  Lent.  God of  l ove,  t urn our 

hearts to you and to others.  

Al l:  God of l ove, turn our hearts to you and to others.  
 

Reader:  Lovi ng God,  you want  us  t o be unsel fi sh and not  t o be greedy.   Hel p us  t o 

be gener ous  i n our  gi vi ng and shari ng duri ng t hi s speci al  ti me of  Lent, 

especi all y t hose who are i n need.   God of  l ove,  t ur n our  hearts to you 

and to ot hers.  

All:     God of l ove, turn our hearts to you and to others.  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:   We take a mo ment to prayer qui etl y i n our own hearts.  
 

Our Fat her  
 

Refl ecti on:  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:    Bef ore our fi nal prayer, Anne Mari e will read a refl ecti on f or us. 
 

Anne Mari e: I n our Churches the pews are empt y,  
I n our towns and vill ages, the roads are qui et,  
We are all at home and our mi nds are fl ooded.  

 

Fri ends and nei ghbours are showi ng they care,  
A great compassi on alive i n our communi ty, 
A trace of the di vi ne DNA i n our hearts.  

  

Thi s tangi bl e wave of care 
Is most obvi ous at ti mes of sufferi ng.  
The i mpul se to l ove cal ls us beyond oursel ves.  

  

Acts of ki ndness, compassi on and l ove 
are hi nts of the God who ca me a mong us.  
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I n our fragil e, hurti ng worl d,                  
God’ s mystery made known i n our reachi ng out.  

  

Fri ends and nei ghbours are showi ng they care,  
Each goi ng that extra mi l e f or one anot her.  
Let us keep on cari ng in our famili es and communi ti es,  
For we are s wi mmi ng toget her i n the ocean of di vi ni ty.  

 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  Thi s Lent may we fi nd the trace of the di vi ne DNA i n our hearts.  
 

 

4. Concl udi ng Ri te 
 

Fi nal Prayer  
Gr aci ous God,  

Wal k wi th us on thi s j our ney of Lent.  

Be our compani on and gui de  

as we wal k the pat h of l ove.  

We ask thi s through Chri st our Lord. Amen  
 

Bl essi ng & Di s mi ssal:  
Bi shop Fi ntan: May the God who l oves us wi th a tender l ove  

keep us saf e from harm and bl ess us wi th strengt h f or the j ourney.  

All:     Amen.  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  May Chri st, the human face of God, fill our hearts wi th l asti ng j oy.   

All:     Amen.  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  May the Spi rit of God shi ne li ght on our pat h and gui de our steps.   

All:     Amen.  
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  May al mi ghty God bl ess us, Fat her, Son and Hol y Spi rit.  

Al l:     Amen 
 

Bi shop Fi ntan:  Go out i n peace, marked by l ove f or all God’ s peopl e.  
All:      Thanks be to God.  
 

Fi nal Hy mn  
Love is the touch of i ntangi bl e j oy;    

l ove i s the f orce that no f ear can destroy;  

l ove i s the goodness we gl adl y appl aud:  

God i s where l ove i s, for l ove i s of God.  
  

Love i s the lilt i n a li ngeri ng voi ce;  

l ove i s the hope that can make us rej oi ce;  
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l ove i s the cure f or the fri ghtened and fl awed:  

God i s where l ove i s, for l ove i s of God.  
  

Love i s the li ght i n the tunnel of pai n;  

l ove i s the will to be whol e once agai n;  

l ove i s the trust of a friend on the road:  

God i s where l ove i s, for l ove i s of God.  
  

Love i s the Maker and Spi rit and Son;  

l ove i s the ki ngdo m t hei r will has begun;  

l ove i s the pat hway the sai nts all have trod:  

God i s where l ove i s, for l ove i s of God.     

(Tune: Be Thou My Vi si on) 


