Ash Wednesday
Litugy of the Word wth Rtud of Ashes
(especi dlyfor younger fanili es)

Creati ng the Sacred Space:

If possi Heset upthe sacred space wthsome of the fdlow ng

e On oneside sonme hessiandoth and sand torepresent the desert/ wl der ness
experience of Lent but dso of COM Dthat we areliving now

e Sonme stones wth words representi ng what we have experi enced duri ng
COM D e g Isdation Separation Londiness, No Hugs or ather wor ds that
speak to our present experi ence

e Abaretreeinthe desert wth white crosses hung fromit, representi ng those
who have d ed during COM D

e Onthe ather side signs o newlife and hope e g daffodls or ather fl owers of
Spri ng

e Synbds/ Words/Phrases that represent actions we cantake toreach out to
others: eg One o the An Post Cards or other home nmake card eg Th nking
of You, aTrécaire box, d d nobil e phone, head ngs or gctures from
news papers o frontline workers or other images representi ng those hd g ng
ot hers.

e Apar o sandals or cut-outs o footprints are d aced bet ween the Desert side
of the sacred space representi ng thejourney we are cdledtomake ths Lent.

e Acardon whichareprintedinlargeletters the prayer:
“Turn our hearts to you, O God and to each ot her”

Beforethe Liturgy Begi ns: Qive
(Thisissddby alay person before theliturgy beg ns)

This evening as youjdn wth usinthe Lliturgy o the Word and H essing of Ashes, we
invite you to gather some synmbds o Lentinyour own horne and perhaps keep them
di sd ayed over the com ng weeks. & course centrd toths dayisthe ritua around
ashes, soif you have cdl ected sone of the ashes fromthe church put inon as nall

g ass bow or saucerinthe centre of thetad e Llight acand eif you have one. And

pl ace the Trécaire box besi de the ashes inthe centre. If you have afanily e dace
itinthe centre dsa If you haven't dl o these synmbds dorft worry. W wll nake do
w th what we have
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1 Gathering Rte

Music or Suitall e Hymniis Sung

Turn our hearts to You, O God
Wth You, thereis healing

Whol eness and forg veness,
Freedo mfromfear, | asti ng peace.

Have nercy on ne, God o |ove...
Lead neinthe path of justice

You have daced your truthin ny heart, O God.
Teach me wsdomoaf heart.

Enfdd nmeinthe arnms of love...
Restorein nme thejoy of your savi ng grace.

Bishop Antant The Grace of Qur LordJesus Christ, the Love of God
and the Communi on of the Hdy S@rit be wth you al.
Al: And wth your spirit.

Bishop Fntanr Words of Wi cone

Lent is avery dfferent experiencefor dl o us thsyear. It'struetosay that for nany
peop eit’'s beenlike Lent for nost of the past year. It has trdy been a desert or
wi | der ness experi ence where our nor mal lives and routi nes have been turned upsi de
down. It has lasted norethan 40 days andlikely wil go onfor 40 nore at | east.

The Loughnane Fanily have prepared some symbds of what we areliving at thisti e
and wll dacetheminour sacred space now Noticethat on one side of the sacred
space we have created a desert space. \What’s lifelikein your desert space? Let’s
listento what the Loughnane Fanily put intheir desert space.

Glian

Into our sacred space, we bring some synbds and words which represent our
experi ence duri ngl ockdown. W have written sonme of our experi ences and the
experi ences of ather famlies that we know on stones and cards and we bring these
for ward now

Every eveni ng we listen tothe news and hear about dl the peop e who aresick or who
have d ed because of COM D
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e Janes. bring astone withthe word ‘illness’. It represents dl the peop e we know
who have beenill because of COM D

e Avyse brings a white cross torepresent dl who have d ed and especialythose
we have known oursdves.

e Because of the COM D we haven't been abd eto nmeet wth our Granny and
Grandad or wth ather fanlies or wth our friends.

e Ladse brings acard whichreninds us of those we wou dlove to be wth but
cannot. The card says ‘We Mlss You

e (Other synbds which speak tothe experience of | ockdown nay be added

Bishop Antanr We wll bring sone other synbds toothat we wil useinour ti me of
prayer toget her.
Glliar
e Todayisthefirst day of Lent and Acdife brings a bow o ashes we wll use during
thsti me of prayer. (Hace onthe Atar)
e As afamly, we havetriedto get outdoors as much as posside W have
noticed that Springis here and we see signs of newlife around us. James.
bri ngs sonme daffodls (or other flowers) that arejust comnginto doom Lent
toois aseason when we arecdledtogrow (P ace onthe dtar)
e \We have naticed that the days arelengtheni ng and thelight is getti ng stronger.
Thisremnds us that thelight is d ways stronger than the darkness.
A yse brings the cand etothe dtar torepresent Jesus, the Light of Life whois
al ways wth us when we gatherinhis nane. (P ace onthe Atar)
e Soneti nes, you canreallysee thelove and goodness in peop € s hearts. W
sawthelovein Adamwhen he showed us his \virtua hug onthe Late Late Show
We nade one of Adans hearts oursd ves and Lad se brings it tothe Sacred
Space now Itrepresents dl thel ove and goodness that we have seen since the
COM D began Lentis ati me when we arecdledtogrowinlove of God and of
each ather.

Bishop Antan: Ther€sjust one ather synmbol whichthe N fanly will bringtothe
altar. It'saveryi nportant one for today. Let’s see what they bring:

Glliar  Aoife brings our last symbal. It's a pair o sandals and somne foot pri nts.
These represent thejourney we beg ntoday, thejourney o Lent, ajour ney
of grow nginlovetogether.

Bishop Antan: Thanks tothe Loughnane fanilyfor lead ng usinour Gathering Rte
As Glliansad we arebeg nning ajourney today, ajourney of growngin
love. We recognisethat we dont d ways livethe way of love Insong, we
ask God's mercyinthewords o averyandent hymrm cdledthe Kyrie.
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Cantor: VYouarelord o dl creation... Kyrie Heson
Al: Kyrie Heison, Kyrie Hason Kyrie Heison Kyrie... Heson

Cantor: You Our Hope, be our Wor d, our consd ation Christe Hédson
Al: Kyrie Heison Kyrie Hdson Kyrie Hdason Kyrie... Hdson

Cantor: Youshddour stepsinthelight o God s sdvation Kyrie Heson
Al: Kyrie Beison, Kyrie Heson Kyrie Heison Kyrie... Hdson

Bishop Antant Let us pray...

Graci ous God,
inour hearts you have written a pronise o love
whi ch can never be broken.

Inthis Lenten season of grace
open our hearts tothe war nth of your | ove
whi ch changes our hearts and our lives.

Open us toyou and toot hers,

especi dly when we are tired weary and dsheartened,
when we forget or doubt your | ove

or when we are anxi ous and fearf J.

This we ask this we seek, inJesus nanme. Anmen.

2 liturgy of the Wor d
Gos pe Acd anmati on

Bishop Antarc |inviteall o youjdning us at home tostand and dl of heretostand as
we

wel conme the Gos pdl.

Cantor: Prase and honour, honour and g ory,
Gorytoyou LordJesus Christ.
A Read ng fromthe Holy Gospd accord ngtoMark:

Jesus appearedin Gdlilee, proda ning the Good News of God
‘The ti me has cone’, he said‘and the K ngdom of Godis dose at hand.
Repent and bdieveinthe Gospd.

The Gospd o the Lord

Cantor: Prase and honour, honour and g ory,
Goytoyou LordJesus Christ.
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After the Gospe - Reflecti on interacting wth the fanily around the Atar.

Bishop Antare | sadat the beg nningthat we are dready living Lent. To keep peop e
safeinour community we have dready gven up so nuch. So nmuch of the nor mal
th ngs of life we si nply cannot do

Bishop A ntan asks the fanily what th ngs they have hadto g ve up because o COM D?
They wll have their ownlist but wil probablyincl ude the fdl ow ng:

e Can'ttoschod and be wth our friends.

e Cant\sit our Ganny and Gandad

e Cant gototheshops .. Carft day sports or goto matches.

Every fanily has its own story. Some fanilies have very hard stories. Sone fanilies had
peopl e sick and they were unabl eto be wththem Sonme have had fanilyfuneras and
wer e unableto be wth tharloved ones intheirti ne of sadness.

So wevegvenupalot dready...

Bishop FAntan picks up footsteps dready d aced on the dtar?
(O the sandd s inthe Sacred Space).
What arethese? (Footpri nts)
What dothey remind you of ? (Take suggesti ons fromchil dren).
We can use these tofoot prints to nove, tg to beg najourney...
(dacethemone by oneinfront of each ather sothat they beg ntolook like a path).

e Godinvites us onajourney. Inthe Gospe we readtoday, Jesus says ‘Repent’.
It redly neans ‘Turn your life around.
It's ajourney away from — andit's ajourney towards ...
When we nove away fromsonethng ... we turn our backs ...
Thejourney we are on, is about novi ng away from or turn ng on back on,
whatever doesrit hd p us togrowas peop e or to growinlove
Askthefanily present: What kind of thngs stop us fromgrow nginlove?

e Butit's not only about turn ng our backs on what prevents us fromgrow ng
todayis dso about the journey of turni ng towar ds.
God asks us not tothink only of oursdves, but toth nk dso o a hers.
God cdls ustoturntowards athers, to nove towards other peop e
Not to be so preoccupied wth or only concerned about oursd ves,
but toturntowards cthersinsone way, eveninsmall ways.
W th generous hearts, wanti ngtoreach out tothemand hd pthem
When we turntowards ather peop e our hearts are opened
When we turntowards ather peopde weturntowards God
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We carft doit on our own either. W need God's hd p

Soths year our prayer for Lentis

“Turn our hearts to you and to one anot her.’

A card wththese wordsinlarge witingis hed up.

B shop fintan now g aces this card onthe dtar for dl tosee. Bshop Fintaninvites
the famly torepeat these words wth h m

‘Turn our hearts to you and to one anot her.’

Howcan we turntowards ot hers?

W thlittl e acts o ki ndness.

Thinki ng of the athers wth whom we live wthi n our fanilies ... perhaps show ng

ki ndness tothem

Thi nki ng of athers who haveless than we have... Bshop fintan g cks up the
Trocdre box. It's not just puttinginsome noney but find ng out about the peop e
and the country you are supporti ng wth your noney. Be nginterestedinthem

Thi nki ng of Ne ghbours o ather peop e we know of who nmight belondy... send ng
thema card — whatever hd ps tolet themknow we arethi nki ng of them

Taki ng on a Lenten Project. \Whatever hd ps us toreach out.

G ve the children around the dtar sone footprints. Invitethose present toth nk
about what steps they mi ght take this Lent. Invite the mto bring home the foot pri nts
andto wite one or t wo steps they wll take this Lent toreach out to someone to hel p
them Knowthat when you doittoth's person you doit to God

Bishop Antaninvites thoselinkingintotake a fewqu et nonents at hone toth nk
about howthey will reach out to ot hers, what steps they will take.

Whilethsis happeni ng the cantor si ngs:

Open M Eyes, Lord

Hel p me tosee your face
Open ny eyes, Lord

Hel p me tosee

Open ny ears, Lord

Hel p me to hear your vaice
Open ny ears, Lord

Hel p me to hear

Open ny ears, Lord
Hel p me to hear your vaice
Open ny ears, Lord

Hel p e to hear
(Jesse Mani busan)
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3. The Rtuad wthAshes

Bishop Antant Does anyone know where the ashes we use today cone fron?
Leave ti me for responses. If no one responds, tdl thefamly:

Bishop Fntanr The ashes we use today are nade fromthe pal ns used on Pa m
Sunday |l ast year. Theleft-over pa ns are cdlected and put away and at the
approach o Lent they are taken out and burnt urtil the turnto ashes.

Bl essi ng of Ashes (S nplified)
B shop A ntan prays a bl essi ng over the as hes.

Fat her,

we gather inyour presence onthis Ash Wednesday,

to ask your hd pingrow nginlove of you and o each ot her.
B ess these ashes, Lord,

and make themasigntothe worl d

of our desireto growin|ove,

andtofdlowinthe footsteps of Jesus your Son.

Al: Anmen

The ashes are sprinkled wth hdy water insilence. Bshop A ntan then conti nues:

We are not d one onthisjourney; we nakeittogether. Sg as we start out onthe
journey, we nmark each ather wththe ashes and wththe sign of the cross as a way o
saying we wll support each other; we wll encourage each other d ong the way.

The fanmly hereinthe church wll now mark each other wththe Sgn o the Gross
usi ng the ashes. linvte youtodothe sane at honme. Nake the Sgn o the Gross on
the person besi de you and as you do sol invite youtosay: ‘Turn your heart to God
and to athers.’

’

Bishop Fntar: Let’s say the words together: ‘Turn your heart to God and to ot hers.

(If you have no ashes at hone, just make the Sign of the Gross onthe farehead of the
person besi de wthout usi ng ashes).

Whil ethe Ashes are being dstributed the fdlow ng refra nis sung:

Turn our hearts to Yoy O God
Wth You, thereis heding
Whol eness and f org veness,

Freedo mfromfear, | asti ng peace.
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The Prayer of the Faithfu
Bishop Antart Gatheredtogether to mark the start of Lent, we pray aski ngfor God's

Al:

Reader:

Al:

Reader:

Al:

Reader:

Al:

hel ptoturntowards hi mandtowards ot hers during Lent. Theresponse
to each prayeris, ‘God o love turn our hearts toyou and to athers.’
God of love, turn our hearts to you and to ot hers.

Lovi ng God, you want us to be closetoyou My we find quiettime to
praytoyou, justlikelJesus dd My welistentoyouinour hearts during
ths specid ti me of Lent. God of |ove turn our hearts to you and to
ot hers.

God of love, turn our hearts to you and to ot hers.

Lovi ng God, you want us to carefor each other. Help us to be kind to
those around us during this specid ti me of Lent. God of | ove turn our
hearts to you and to cthers.

God of love, turn our hearts to you and to ot hers.

Lovi ng God, you want us to be unsdfishand not to be greedy. Hel pusto
be generous in our giving and sharing during this specid ti me of Lent,
especidlythose who arein need God of love turn our hearts to you
andto others.

God of love, turn our hearts to you and to ot hers.

Bishop Antan We take a noment toprayer qui etlyinour own hearts.

Our Fat her

Refl ecti on:

Bishop A ntanr Bef ore our find prayer, Anne Mirie wll read a refl ection for us.

Anne Mrie Inour Churches the pews are enpty,

I n our towns and vill ages, the roads are qui €t,
We are dl at home and our nminds are fl ooded

Friends and nei ghbours are show ng they care,
A great conpassi on divein our community,
Atrace of the dvine DNAin our hearts.

This tang d e wave of care
Is nmost obvi ous at ti mes of suffering
Thei nmpusetolove cdls us beyond oursd ves.

Acts o ki ndness, conpassi on andl ove
are hints o the God who cane anong us.
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I n our fragle hurti ng worl d
God's nystery nade knownin our reachi ng out.

Fri ends and nei ghbours are show ng they care,

Each gd ng that extraml efor one anot her.

Let us keep on caringin our fanilies and co mmuniti es,
For we are sw mm ng toget her inthe ocean of dvinty.

Bishop Fntanc This Lent may we fi nd the trace of the dvine DNAin our hearts.

4. Concluding Rte

A nd Prayer
Graci ous God,
Wal k wth us onthisjourney o Lent.
Be our conpani on and gu de
as we wal kthe path of love
We ask thisthrough Christ our Lord Anen

Bl essing & O's mssal:
Bishop Antart May the God wholoves us wth atender | ove

keep us safefromharm and Hess us wth strengthfor thejourney.
Al: Anen.

Bishop Fntarr May Christ, the human face of God, fill our hearts wthlastingjoy.
Al: Anmen.

Bishop Antart May the Sprit o God shi nelight on our pathand gu de our steps.
Al: Anmen.

Bishop Antanr May d mighty God Hess us, Father, Son and Hdy Sgrit.
Al: Anmen

Bishop Antant Go out in peace marked bylovefor dl God's peop e
Al: Thanks be to God

Find Hym
Loveisthetouch of intang H ejoy;
loveistheforcethat nofear can destroy;
loveisthe goodness we g ady app aud:
Godis whereloveis, forloveis of God

Loveistheliltinalingering vadce
loveisthe hope that can nake us rg dce
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loveisthe curefor the frightened and flawed:
Godis whereloveis, forloveis of God.

Loveisthelightinthe tunnd o pain

loveisthe wll to be whd e once agai iy
loveisthetrust o afriend onthe road:
Godis whereloveis, forloveis of God.

Loveisthe Maker and Spirit and Son;
loveisthe ki ngdomtheir wll has begun;
loveisthe pathway the sa nts dl have trod:
Godis whereloveis, forloveis of God.
(Tune: Be Thou My \ision)
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